
 

 

 

United Kingdom Pig Meat Market Update  

March 2020 

UK PRICES 

At 164.29p/kg, the GB EU-spec APP increased by just under a penny in January. This was nearly 20p 

higher than a year earlier.  

The lack of the typical seasonal decline largely reflects market expectations of strong Chinese demand 

returning in the coming weeks. Strong exports in the run-up to Christmas may also have meant stock 

levels in the New Year were lower than usual. This is the first time the APP has not declined in January, 

since the series began in 2014. Lower consumer demand following the Christmas period typically 

weighs on prices. Nonetheless, the market has not been without its challenges. EU prices fell back 

coming into January, which combined with the stronger pound, increases the price-competitiveness 

of imported product.  

Prices have remained above year earlier levels in February. The APP remained broadly stable, standing 

at 164.76p/kg for the week ended 22 February. The EU-spec SPP has shown a similar trend, gaining 

half a penny in January to average 162.46p/kg. Prices have also held in February, averaging 162.67p/kg 

in the latest week ended 29 February. 

 

The average carcase weight in the APP sample jumped to 85.61kg in January, up by almost 2kg on 

December but similar to last January. Weights were strongest at the start of the month and 

subsequently dropped back. Coming into February, carcase weights have stabilised somewhat, 



 

 

averaging 85.30kg in the week ended 22 February. Weights are typically higher at the beginning of the 

year, reflecting delays to marketing over the Christmas holiday period.  

The January average price for a 7kg weaner was £42.22/head, just a little higher than December 2019. 

This was also £6 more than January last year. Like the finished pig market, the weaner market has 

been quite stable so far this year. While there may be relatively strong producer confidence for 2020, 

reports suggest a lack of suitable fattening space continues to hamper trade. Prices have remained 

stable into February, standing at £42.20 in week ended 29 February.  

EU PRICES 

In the four weeks ending 23 February, EU pig prices recovered slightly, gaining nearly €7 to average 

€188.64/100kg. Note that the EU average now excludes the UK price. 

Reports suggest that supplies are tight, which has been supporting farmgate prices. However, there 

are difficulties in the supply chain that could provide downward pressure. Exports to Asia and Italy 

face logistical challenges, and reduced demand, due to the ongoing coronavirus outbreaks. 

 

UK SLAUGHTERINGS AND PIG MEAT SUPPLIES 

UK clean pig slaughter in January 2020 totalled 960,200 head. This was 2% higher than in the same 

month last year.  

Even though there was keen demand for pigs before Christmas, meaning some pigs came to market 

earlier than usual, supplies have remained plentiful in the New Year. Nonetheless, there are still some 

expectations of lower numbers in the coming months, reflecting reports of stagnating productivity 



 

 

and disease challenges. An increase in sow numbers last year may mitigate the potential impact of 

this.  

Slaughter in England and Wales was 2% higher than last January. The growth rate was higher 

elsewhere in the UK; Scottish throughput was up by 4% and numbers in Northern Ireland increased 

by 5%. We believe there has been particular expansion in the Scottish pig herd recently, though many 

of these pigs will transfer to England for slaughter. 

Producers continue to push to heavier weights, with the average clean pig carcase weight at 85.4kg, 

800g above the year before.  

Adult pig slaughter was 17% lower than year earlier levels at 20,300 head. Slaughter last January was 

particularly high, perhaps influenced by concern at the time around a potential no-deal Brexit at the 

end of March. 

Despite the fall in adult pig slaughter, higher clean pig throughput and heavier weights meant pig meat 

production also rose by 2%, to 84,800 tonnes. 

 

Trade 

UK pork exports increased again in December 2019 to 17,600 tonnes, up 1,500 tonnes (9%) from the 

same month in 2018. Shipments to China during December followed the trend of recent months, 

doubling in size year-on-year to total 7,400 tonnes. This was, however, down from the highs of the 

previous month. Shipments to the EU overall were down on the year, although there were mixed 

movements for individual markets. 

Exports of fresh/frozen pork for 2019 reached just over 244,400 tonnes, up 12% on 2018. As in 

December, shipments to China for the full year of 2019 doubled on the year before, totalling 81,400 

https://pork.ahdb.org.uk/prices-stats/news/2020/january/strong-uk-pig-meat-exports-continue/
https://pork.ahdb.org.uk/prices-stats/news/2020/january/strong-uk-pig-meat-exports-continue/


 

 

tonnes. Exports to the Netherlands also grew on the year by 58%, potentially as some UK products are 

exported on from there to other destinations. Shipments to other EU countries like Ireland and 

Germany remained flat in comparison. Overall, shipments to the EU were down 6% from 2018. 

Having risen throughout the year, average export prices flattened off during December. Overall 

fresh/frozen pork prices averaged £1.93/kg for the month, similar to November but still up 48p (+33%) 

from December 2018. Export prices to China were a little lower than the previous month, also 

averaging £1.93/kg. This was 74p (+62%) up from December 2018. 

UK imports of fresh/frozen pork in December stayed relatively stable year-on-year, rising by just 0.2% 

to 36,300 tonnes. However, there were noticeable declines in imports of other pig meat products, 

meaning total pig meat imports were down 8% overall. 

This brought fresh/frozen pork imports for the full year to 447,800 tonnes, down 2% from 2018. 

Again, larger declines were seen for further processed products, meaning total pig meat imports were 

back 7% for the year overall. Import prices rose throughout 2019, with the December average for 

fresh/frozen pork up 50p/kg on the year at £2.40/kg.  

FEED MARKET 

Grains 

Global grain markets were relatively stable in the first three weeks of February, after recording 

declines at the end of January. Trade was generally dull on the back of the coronavirus limiting 

demand in the short-term and no major new weather stories became apparent on a global level. 

In the UK, the weather continued to be challenging and new information shows the impact of the 

difficult planting season so far. Our updated Early Bird Survey results highlighted a 17% decline in the 

intended UK wheat area for harvest 2020. This is a greater decline than farmers had intended before 

Christmas. 

We used this information to create UK grain production estimates for the coming season (2020/21). 

The report details a range between the ‘worst-case’, ‘mid-range*’ and ‘best-case’ scenarios. 

 Wheat production is estimated at 10.74Mt, using the “mid-range” forecast of area and yield. 

 Barley production is estimated at 6.40Mt, using the “mid-range” estimates. The degree of 

spring barley planting may cause production figures increases. 

These mid-range scenarios would be sharply lower than the 16.3Mt of wheat and 8.2Mt of barley 

harvested in 2019. As such UK grain prices could remain somewhat supported and continue 

at import parity levels. 

Domestic barley will continue to compete against imported maize which will likely cap prices. 

Currently this season we have seen high imports of maize. The latest HMRC data shows July-

December imports of maize sit just 49Kt below the same point last season at 1.24Mt. At the 

beginning of 2018/19 domestic feed prices were really high which made imported maize very 

competitive and pushed the usage higher. Although this season to Dec, has seen a drop in maize 

usage in animal feed production (including integrated poultry units) (-24.1% YoY) and a rise in barley 

usage (13.1% YoY), if maize continues at competitive prices we could see further increases in maize 

usage. 

http://www.ahdb.org.uk/cereals-oilseeds/early-bird-survey
https://ahdb.org.uk/news/taking-a-look-at-uk-crop-production-2020-21


 

 

 

Proteins 

Globally, oilseeds have continued to be under some pressure from the continued concerns 

surrounding coronavirus and the demand from key users such as China. This pressure has fed into the 

oils markets too. There have also been reports of increased palm oil supply, which met with muted 

demand, could continue to keep palm oil prices down. 

Within the EU, imports of oilseeds have continued to be strong throughout February. Imports of 

oilseed rape have flattened out slightly, as the question arises as to where more would be able to 

come from. Having reportedly exhausted Black Sea supplies and reaching the limits of Canadian supply 

due to GM constraints it is likely that other oilseeds will be imported in rapeseeds place. Sunflower 

seed has been imported at a decent pace and this is likely to continue. 

Similar to UK grains moving towards harvest 2020, there have been some further drops to OSR 

plantings. The latest Early Bird Survey implies a loss of 38Kha from November to mid-February, further 

reducing the potential supply. Our best-case scenario estimate, working with the current area (no 

further losses) and the five-year average yield, is 1.26Mt for the 2020/21 season. This highlights a 

continued requirement for imports of oilseeds going forward. 

Subdued trade between the US and China could lead to surplus supplies of soyabeans, pressuring 

prices further. Currently, imports of soyameal into the EU are above the same time last year and if 

prices remain under pressure this could continue. 

CONSUMPTION 

In the 12 weeks to 26 January, the latest Kantar data shows that spending on pig meat* at retail level 

increased slightly (+1%) compared to the period last year. 

This was driven by a 5% increase in average prices, partly due to a reduction in promotional support 

for both primary pork and bacon. Prices have been rising significantly further up the supply chain. GB 

pig prices were 17% higher than year earlier levels in January, and the price of imported pig meat was 

also up by 17% in December. This may well be pressuring retail margins, encouraging some price 

increases. 

The amount of pig meat purchased declined by 4%, mainly due to consumers each purchasing less. 

Despite this period covering an increasingly visible “Veganuary”, market penetration across the 12 

weeks was similar to last year.  

Though the overall picture was not unreasonable, primary pork continued to suffer. Fewer people 

bought pork, and the volume per buyer declined.  



 

 

Increased spending on processed pig meat enabled the overall rise. This category still lost a few 

shoppers though, and volume per buyer fell. 

Overall market penetration was maintained due to some growth from the “added value” segment, 

which includes “ready-to-cook” and sous-vide products. 
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